
                                                                                                                                          
Macaw Lodge 

 

An authentic ecolodge of artisanal construction with woods from three sources: 

 

Plantation Wood 

 Planted by the owners more than 22 years ago, the wood comes from the property itself. 

 The walls and floors of the rooms are made of teak; the furniture in the rooms and the 

restaurant are made of melina, almost all by local craftsmen. 

 

Recycled Wood 

 It comes from light and telephone poles discarded by the energy company to replace 

them with concrete poles. 

 They form the structure that supports the second floor of the ecolodge. 

 

Recovered Wood 

 It is wood recovered from the Tarcoles River after a great storm uprooted and dragged 

the trees to the river banks. 

 It was used to build the structural beams of the ecolodge and the access stairs to the 

second floor. 

 

Other Resources Used 

 The lodge’s floor and bathrooms are made of marble extracted from an outcrop of 

limestone in the area; the marble was polished on site.  

 The lodge’s ceilings are plastic, most of it recycled. 

 

Solar Energy 

 The ecolodge is off the electrical grid and it produces most of its energy using solar 

panels. The entire electrical system was designed to optimize the use of solar energy. 

 Solar energy is used directly during the day and stored in battery banks for use during 

the night. During the day, the lodge’s illumination comes from light-harvesting tubes or 

“sun pipes” placed on the roof. 



                                                                                                                                          
 The energy system operates in 12 and 24 volts of direct current (DC), and it supplies all 

lights, fans, and refrigerators, which are specially made for harnessing solar energy. The 

fans are efficient and only consume 6 watts each.  

 The LED “chips” were bought and the lamps were built out of bamboo from the 

property. The insulation used in them stems from aluminum left-overs of the doors’ 

seals. Each room consumes only 16 watts: two 5-watt LED lights and a 6-watt fan.  

 The water of the showers is heated by solar energy. There are 3 tanks of 300 liters each 

in a vacuum tube system to supply the ecolodge’s 8 bathrooms. 

 The showers save 30% of water and the toilets in the bathrooms are dual flow toilets. 

The urinals in the restaurant’s men's bathroom are dry urinals.  

 Water comes from a natural spring; it goes through several different filters to remove 

sediment, and it is treated with ultraviolet light to avoid the use of chlorine. It is 

analyzed regularly for quality, always with excellent results.  

 The kitchen system is dual: both gas and firewood are used for cooking. The hotel has 

two stoves and a wood oven. The firewood comes from the forest plantations. In the 

future, we are hoping to produce our own gas from a biodigester.  

 Grey water is treated in a plant water bed, and sewage goes to an ecological tank where 

it is treated with bacteria. 

 

At Macaw Lodge we want to be sustainable and self-sufficient. We have initiated our first 

small trials in organic food production. We believe in what we do and we are sure that little 

by little we can achieve a high degree of self-sufficiency in food production. Based on the 

tropical food products we are experimenting with, we think we will be able to offer our 

clients an original and different menu.  

 

 

 

 


